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charter not only gave him title to the land but a
clearly defined position as its political head, and de-
scribed the principles of the government so clearly
that there was little room for doubt or dispute.

It was a decidedly feudal charter, very much like
the one granted to Lord Baltimore fifty years
before, and yet at the same time it secured civil
liberty and representative government to the peo-
ple. Penn owned all the land and the colonists
were to be his tenants. He was compelled, how-
ever, to give his people free government. The
laws were to be made by him with the assent of
the people or their delegates. In practice this of
course meant that the people were to elect a legis-
lature and Penn would have a veto, as we now call
it, on such acts as the legislature should pass. He
had power to appoint magistrates, judges, and
some other officers, and to grant pardons. Though
by the charter proprietor of the province, he usu-
ally remained in England and appointed a deputy
governor to exercise authority in the colony. In
modern phrase, he controlled the executive part
of the government and his people controlled the
legislative part.

Pennsylvania, besides being the largest in area
of the proprietary colonies, was also the most